NOTES SCRIBED ON THE OPEN SPACE EVENING – Diana Whakapapa
 
QUESTION:  What will we do with our poos?
*  We need to start looking at moving to sewerage systems which don’t pollute our water environments.
*  Create small, cluster systems in local neighbourhoods that several households operate that are sustainable, sensitive and work with natural principles, i.e., no chemicals, wetland plants, composting toilets – there are many such systems that work well in a various circumstances.
*  Local Policies need ti reflect better waste management systems.
*  Need consistent monitoring of water contamination from independent group that reports back to Council or other authority.  Need watchdogs.
 
Q:  What will our rubbish be and what will we do with it?
· Need more educating to let people understand about the problem with non-biodegradable waste.  
· Need to get vigorous about the 3 R’s.
· Learn about composting and everyone do it.
· Focus on ways to reuse everything.
 
Q:  How shall we use our rivers?
· Our rivers will become more and more important as a means of transporting goods and people. 
· Build big wakas for this purpose.
· Change our mind-set from having to have everything be done right now to allowing for things to be done more slowly.  Breath and enjoy the flowers along the way.
· Do restoration planting in catchment areas and along river-banks.
· Create green belts where native birds and animals can flourish.
 
Q:  How can we secure the safety of the environment within the Tairawhiti region?  What mechanisms are in place to prevent oil leaks?
· Get our local authorities to create local policies to protect oil spills in our region and state under what conditions oil exploration can proceed.
· Use the law and initiate actions that restrict businesses from doing anything that could possibly create negative impacts on the environment or on society.
· Use pro-active education and inform people when to make timely submissions when things are about to take place that will create negative outcomes for the environment.  Stop the powers that be by using the system that is now set up.  For example they want to reverse our nuclear free policy.
 
Q:  How will we source or afford raw materials that are not currently produced in Tairawhiti?
· Need education to change mind-sets about all the “stuff” out there and do we really need it?  Maybe there are other ways to accomplish jobs without doing it the way we are used to doing it..
· Set up network systems with other places that produce or contain the materials and things we don’t have and trade for the things we have and produce.  Do that trading with mass transit or with methods that are energy efficient.
· Get really creative about finding natural materials to do jobs that are currently being done with hi tech solutions.  Example:  Bamboo bike frames instead of metal ones, wooden roof shingles instead of iron ones.
